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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5








SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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 If we love God as unselfishly as we should, we'll hold His honor more dear than our own, and that sense of honor will defend us and protect us from doing anything that would detract from His glory. Loving reverence is always the ultimate prophylaxis against evil. The willpower we need can only come from a combination of love and respect for God Himself.


     This was clearly true in Joseph's case. When he was being seduced by his master's wife, there would have been any number of pragmatic reasons to refuse her advances. Had he been so foolish as to yield, he would have jeopardized nearly every aspect of the good life he had begun to build for himself in Egypt. Yet all of these considerations put together did not weigh as heavily in his thinking as the single factor that mattered most: God's honor. Whatever else might have been said, Joseph showed that he understood the crux of the matter when he said, "How then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?"


"Sin is the dare of God's justice, the rape of his mercy, the jeer of his patience, the slight of his power, and the contempt of his love."


John Bunyan





(Word Point, Gary Henry)





  			JP





In Galatians 6:17, the Apostle Paul said, "I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus."  He was in prison, his ankles in chains, a prisoner of Caesar.  As he wrote this letter to the Galatians, he wanted to use a striking illustration to show them that, though he was enslaved to Rome, still he only belonged to Christ.  He noticed that everything around him was stamped with the initial of the Emperor, showing to whom it belonged.  Paul observed that he too had marks on him showing to whom he belonged.  He could roll up his sleeve and show the wounds he had received at Philippi or show the scar on his shoulder from the stoning at Lystra.  Paul was saying, "These things show that I belong to Christ.  His marks are on me."  And though these were physical marks, we can be certain that the apostle bore many spiritual marks also.  





We ought to have marks upon us as Christians, showing that we belong to Christ.  If we do not have these, we cannot really claim to be Christians.  I want to talk about some of these in the next few issues of the magazine.  The first of these marks is loyalty.





We can see this mark in the life of Paul.  From the time he met Christ on the road to Damascus until the time his head rolled off the block, he was loyal.  He could have saved himself from suffering and death.  He could have been a man of fame, touted and honored.  But Christ meant more to him than any honors the world could provide.  We need men today who are loyal to Christ and to the highest and best things of life.








asked to do something in the church, they are too busy with worldly


organizations.  If we would give more loyalty to Christ and His cause, men all around us would see the value of Christianity


3.  We need loyalty in the little things of life.  If a man is not faithful in little things, he will never be faithful in the big things.  A young lady can commit a small act of immodesty that will lead to bigger sins.  A young man can be just a little dishonest and that may later lead to embezzlement of a large sum.  If a man is not loyal in giving to the Lord when he makes $200 a week he won't be when he makes $500 or $1,000 a week.





4.  We need loyalty to our convictions.  Our convictions should be based on the teaching of the Bible, and we should be loyal to them.  Moses was loyal to God as he faced Pharaoh, even though Pharaoh was a powerful and important man.  Why didn't Moses acquiesce?  It was because he had a conviction that he must speak for God, distasteful as it might be.





5.  We need to be loyal to Christ.  We are His by creation and redemption.  He owns us.  His mark is stamped on us.  If we have the mark of Christ upon us, we must be Christians and nothing else.  Our loyalty to Him will surely attract others.  Let us put loyalty to Christ above all else.


____________________________





Seems to me that all learning requires


the integrity to change your mind


at the recognition of truth.





(That’s Life, Dee Bowman)


					





Our Marks of the Lord Jesus: Loyalty


By Brent Lewis








This same loyalty was shown by Jesus.  He was loyal to His heavenly Father.  He said, "Behold, I have come to do your will, O God" (Hebrews 10:"9).  Great temptations came to Him, but He could not be turned aside from the main purpose of His life.  He was loyal from the cradle to the grave.





The Lord was also loyal to His friends.  You may remember that Peter denied Him with an oath.  But Jesus still loved him and sent him a special message, asking that he meet Him at a certain place.  Just as Jesus was loyal to His disciples, He is loyal to us.  He has never broken a single promise He has ever made.  Jesus and Paul are great examples of loyalty, and the fact is that every great man in history has been a man of loyalty.





1.  We need loyalty in the home.  Our homes are not building the men and women today that they once did.  There was a time when the memory of the Lord's will and of home would cause a man to walk a straight path.  But the barriers have been let down.  There is little respect for authority in many homes today.  Our homes need to be loyal to the great principles of truth and right and we need to train our young people in these principles.  Of all places, the home must be the kind of place, which grows character and Christian manhood and womanhood.





2.  We need loyalty in the family of God.  We have many names on the rolls of congregations today, but far too few put the Lord and His family at the center of their lives.  Their loyalty is actually given over to the things of the world.  When 





The Ultimate Reason to Refuse Sin


But he refused and said to his master's wife, "Look, 


my master does not know what is with me in the house, and he has committed all that he has to my hand. 


There is no one greater in this house than I, nor has 


he kept back anything from me but you, because you 


are his wife. How then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?" (Genesis 39:8,9)





     There are many reasons to abstain from sin, but the most important is simply the thought that sin is an offense against the goodness of God Himself. Although we injure ourselves greatly when we sin, that is not the worst thing about it. Sin is an issue that has much more to do with God than with us. And just as the love of God is the most powerful reason for doing right, it is also the main thing that should keep us from doing wrong.


     After committing adultery with Bathsheba and then murdering her husband, David expressed his sin in these words: "Against You, You only, have 


I sinned, and done this evil in Your sight; that You may be found just when You speak, and blameless when You judge" (Psalm 51:4). Surely, many other people were hurt by David's transgression, including David himself. But compared to the wrong done to God, all of these wrongs were as nothing.


In spiritual matters, deciding to take God seriously is the most effective precaution we can take.
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FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________





Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Continue to remember Sis. Chris Veteto;   Sis. Elaine Clem; Bro. Rick Hulsey and his mother. Bro. Wes Guyton's mother; 


Sis. Mary Scott;  Sis. Susan Bisbeng;  Courtney Smith and her health problems. 


Sis. Nancy Wood is having pain in her abdomen and has had a number of test this past week, awaiting results. Bro. Jack Green Sis. Joyce Green.   


Bro. Malcolm Smith and family.


Bro. Joey Jackson; Bro. Brad Bowman 


Bro. Jeff & Tandy Lacquement in their 


efforts to adopt a baby.


____________________________





Men's Meeting 


Today at 3:30 PM


____________________________


The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation
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MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Malcolm Smith


Song Leader---Joe Phillips


Lord's Supper---Steve Huff


   Asst. 1-----Jack Green 


   Asst. 2-----Jeff Lacquement


   Asst. 3-----Cecil Douthitt


   Asst. 4-----Michael Burke


   Asst. 5-----Buddy Clark


2nd Prayer----Marty Hammond


Read Scripture---Drew Bowman


Sermon-------Steve Tramell


Announcements----Mark Bowman


Closing Prayer-----Joey Jackson


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer----Rex Veteto


Song Leader-------Steve Tramell


2nd Prayer------Dion Clark


Read Scripture ---Jordan Huff


Sermon----Ross Statham


Lord's Supper----Malcolm Smith


Announcements----Mark Bowman


Closing Prayer-----Rick Hulsey


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Rodee Bruns


Invitation---Jeff Lacquement


Closing Prayer---George Wilcox





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Joey Jackson  770-887-9497


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














